FROM: . Roy King, SPE,AU 1742 

^ -a 

BAtE: October 3, 2003 . ^ 



TO: Michael Ball, Director, TC 1700 



SUBJECT: Eeqimiestt to withdlraw 09/927,323 from issue 



Based on the refferemce(JnP09-272,901) submitted by the applicant after the 
alowance, at least one alowedl claim (Le. claim 14) can be rejected (see below). 
Attorney has been contacted to work on the claim to avoid withdrawn from issne 
but he -refused to negotiate. 

Therefore, it is requested to withdraw Application No. 09/927,323 from issne and 
reopen the prosecntion. 



Claim 14: A method of forming a powder compact comprising: 

applying a metal salt of higher fatty acid to an inner surface of a die heated to 
100 C or more; and 

charging iron powder into said die and compacting said iron powder at a 
pressure of 600 Mpa or more. 

JP 272901 disclosed a powder molding method where a die surface of a molding 
die is heated to a temperature in the range of 150 - 400 C and coated with a lubricant. 
The molding powder is then filled into the cavity of the molding die and compression- 
molded to from a green compact, see page 3, [0008]. 

The lubricant disclosed can be zinc stearate based lubricats, see page 6 [001 6], which 
is higher fatty acid as disclosed by applicant (see page 8, lines 8-11 of the specification). 

Molding powder taught can be iron based material and molding pressure can be 7 
ton/cm 2 ( about 686 Mpa), see [0033], which is within the claimed range of 600 Mpa. 
Therefore, claim 14 is anticipated by JP 09-272,901. " . 
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(54) POWDER MOLDING METHOD 

(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provided a method for molding 
powder by which a green compact of high density can be obtained. 
SOLUTION: A molding die 1 having a mold surface dividing a molding 
cavity 17 and powder for molding P not containing lubricant are 
used and a heating operation in which both the molding die 1 and 
the powder for molding P are heated at 150 to 400° C are 
performed and, further, an operation to a pply the lubrican t on the 
mold surface of the molding die 1 is performed. The heated powder 
for molding P is charged in the heated molding cavity 17. The 
powder for molding P is compression-molded by an upper punch 
mold 1 3 to obtain the green compact. 
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